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Research Barometer

Research and innovation have a long tradition in Austria

Inventions from Austria, from the circuit board and battery to the turbine and sewing machine, have decisively
shaped the world of science and technology. This innovative strength continues unabated. Austria ranks
sixth in the European Innovation Scoreboard, leading the group of “strong innovators". Austria is even rated
first for intellectual property. No other country registers as many patents, trademarks, and designs in relation
to its GDP.
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Breakthrough: Atomic Nucleus
Excited with Laser

The ‘thorium transition’, which has been sought after for
decades, has been selectively excited with lasers for the
first time by a research team led by Prof Thorsten Schumm
from TU Wien. This paves the way for completely new
precision technologies, including the atomic clock.

ESA opens space hubin
Austria

The European Space Agency ESA is planning twelve centres

of excellence in Europe where technical prototypes will be
developed. Austria is kicking things off with its unique ‘Phi-Lab
Austria’ concept. The focus will be on new materials, innovative
components or propulsion systems in the context of rocket,
spacecraft and satellite development.

The ABA Research Barometer provides an overview of current issues and
projects in Austria as a research location.

For further information:
https://investinaustria.at/en/why-austria/research-location/
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